
 

 

 
 

NZAGS Annual Scientific Meeting 2019 
Preliminary Programme 

 
 

Saturday 23rd March 2019  

7.30am  Registration Opens 

8.00am – 8.10am  Welcome 

8.10am – 10.00am Session 1: Technology and Innovation 
Session Chairs: Greg Robertson & Philippa Mercer 

8.10am – 8.40am: February 2011 Christchurch Earthquakes - The Damage, Response And 
Recovery, John O’Hagan, Ōtākaro Limited, Christchurch 
8.40am – 9.10am:  Moving To Surgical Care In A Digital World, Saxon Connor, Canterbury 
DHB    
9.10am – 9.50am: Bleeding Out Post Operatively; Could ICT (Information Communication 
Technology) Get The Surgeon To Reoperate Faster Than The Traditional Referral Model 
Of Care?, Michael Buist, Australia … Michael is supported by the RACS Visitor Grant 
Program. 
9.50am – 10.00am: Discussion 

10.00am – 10.30am Morning Tea 

10.30am – 12.00pm Session 2: Innovation and Surgery 
Session Chairs: Sarah Abbott & Damien Ah Yen 

 
10.30am – 10.45am: Update On Pancreatitis – What’s New? Todd Hore, Canterbury DHB   
10.45am – 11.00am: What A New Surgeon Needs - Technology And The Rest, Magda 
Sakowska, South Canterbury DHB   
11.00am – 11.15am: How We Can Train/Teach For Unusual Procedures/Skills Labs 
Michael Talbot, Australia … Michael is supported by the RACS Visitor Grant Program. 
11.15am – 11.30am: Introducing IT Changes – Hurdles And Benefits, Ross Roberts, 
Canterbury DHB 
11.30am – 11.40am: BCCA – Bowel Cancer Audit - Why I Should Be Involved, Grant 
Coulter, Canterbury DHB 
11.40am – 12.00pm: Discussion 

12.00pm – 1.30pm Lunch 
Poster Presenters will stand by their poster from 1.00pm - 1.30pm.  
They invite questions and discussion. 

1.00pm – 1.30pm NZAGS AGM 



 

1.30pm – 3.00pm Session 3: Endoscopy and Technology 
Session Chairs: Alexandra Gordon & Andrew Moot 

 
1.30pm – 1.50pm: Upper Endoscopy Tips And Tricks, Michael Talbot, Australia… Michael 
is supported by the RACS Visitor Grant Program. 
1.50pm – 2.10pm: Advances In Colonoscopy: Techniques And Technology, Andrew Luck, 
Australia … NZAGS Visiting Speaker. 
2.10pm – 2.25pm: Colonic Stents, Sarah Abbott, Canterbury DHB 
2.25pm – 2.40pm: Tips For Teaching Colonoscopy, Andrew Luck, Australia … NZAGS 
Visiting Speaker. 
2.40pm – 3.00pm: Discussion 

3.00pm – 3.30pm Afternoon Tea 

3.30pm – 5.30pm Session 4: Trainee and Free Paper Sessions 
Session Chairs: Frank Frizelle & Magda Biggar 

 
3.30pm – 3.40pm: IMAGINE: Ileus Management International, Paul Fagan, The University 
Of Auckland 
3.40pm – 3.50pm: Reduced Duration Of Intravenous Antibiotics After Complicated 

Appendicitis Is Safe And Effective, Gavin Nair, SALHN, Australia 

3.50pm – 4.00pm: Colorectal Cancer In The Canterbury Ulcerative Colitis Population: 

Implications For Screening, Isaac Tranter-Entwistle, Canterbury DHB 

4.00pm – 4.10pm: High Intensity Interval Training To Optimise Fitness Before Major 

Abdominal Surgery, John Woodfield, University Of Otago 

4.10pm – 4.20pm: Prophylactic Mesh Repair In Colorectal Surgery: Preliminary Results, 

Julia Jones, St Vincent's Hospital 

4.20pm – 4.30pm: Assessment Of The Utility Of Intraoperative Parathyroid Hormone 

Monitoring In Minimally Invasive Parathyroidectomies, Matt Nobbs, Capital & Coast DHB 

4.30pm – 4.40pm: Long-term Outcomes Following Cytoreductive Surgery And Heated 

Intraperitoneal Chemotherapy At Waikato, Mosese Karalus, Waikato DHB  

4.40pm – 4.50pm: Effect Of Opiate Analgesia On Post-Operative Gastrointestinal 

Recovery: Australasian Results Of The IMAGINE (Ileus Management International) Study, 

Rebecca Pascoe, University Of Otago Christchurch 

4.50pm – 5.00pm: TRUST Trial: Timing Of Removal For Ureteric Stents Post-Transplant – 

Early Vs Standard Removal, Ryan Cha, Midcentral DHB 

5.00pm – 5.10pm: Appropriateness Of Computed Tomography Colonography Request In 

Wellington Hospital, Sai Tim Yam, Capital & Coast DHB 

5.10pm – 5.20pm: Does Direct Access Surgery Allow Truly Informed Consent? Tom 

Burton, Waikato DHB 

5.20pm – 5.30pm: Validation Of Nomograms For Predicting Non-Sentinel Lymph Node 

Metastases In Patients With Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy In A New Zealand Population, 

Yi Hai Li, Canterbury DHB 

 

6.30pm Conference Dinner 
Ilex Cafe 
Botanic Gardens, Christchurch 
 
 

 
 



 

Sunday 24th March 2019 

8.00am  Registration Opens 

8.45am – 10.15am Session 5: Trauma and Training 
Session Chairs: Andrew MacCormick & Vanessa Blair 

 
8.45am – 9.00am: What Has Changed In Trauma Training, Li Hsee, Auckland DHB 
9.00am – 9.15am: Is It Time For A Change? – Non-Compliance With Trauma Resuscitation 
Guidelines An Ongoing Problem Chris Wakeman, Canterbury DHB 
9.15am – 9.30am: Innovation In Trauma Audit? Grant Christey, Waikato DHB 
9.30am – 9.45am: Panel And Case Discussion 
9.45am – 10.15am: Training – Reduced Hours And Proficiency Assessment, Simon Bann, 
Capital & Coast DHB 

10.15am – 10.30am Update of matters of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons,  
John Batten, RACS President 

10.30am – 11.00am Morning Tea 

11.00am – 12.40pm Session 6:  Hernias and Technology  
Session Chairs: Grant Coulter & Magda Sakowska 

 
11.00am – 11.10am: Evidence For Mesh vs Suture Repair Of Hernias, Steve Kelly, 
Canterbury DHB 
11.10am – 11.20am How To Do A Shouldice Repair If The Patient Refuses Mesh, Konrad 
Richter, Southern DHB 
11.20am – 11.30am: Management Of Ventral Hernias In The Morbidly Obese, Alexandra 
Gordon, MidCentral DHB 

11.30am – 11.40am: Is It Really Safe To Use Surgical Mesh For Hernia Repair, 
Bridget Watson, Canterbury DHB 
11.40am – 11.55am: Should Mesh Be Used For Large Hiatal Hernia Repair, Michael 
Talbot, Australia … Michael is supported by the RACS Visitor Grant Program. 
11.55am – 12.10pm: A New Algorithm For Management Of Post Inguinal Hernia Repair 
Pain, David Moss, Counties Manukau DHB 
12.10pm – 12.20pm: Laparoscopic Repair Of Complex Ventral Hernia Using Both 

Chemical Component Relaxation And Adjunctive Procedures [The “Macquarie System”], 

Nabeel Ibrahim, Sydney – BDI / BARD Speaker 

12.20pm – 12.40pm: Discussion 

12.40pm to 1.40pm Lunch 

1.40pm – 3.10pm Session 7: Technology and Consequences 
Session Chairs: Hayley Waller & Graeme Roadley 

 
1.40pm – 2.00pm: Hospital Waste/Green Hospitals, Andrew MacCormick, Auckland DHB 
2.00pm – 2.20pm: Breast Implants – Taking The Rough With The Smooth, Chris Porter, 
Canterbury DHB 
2.20pm – 2.40pm: Bariatric Surgery – Long Term Results And Complications, Michael 
Booth, Waitemata DHB 
2.40pm – 2.55pm: Technology And Incidentalomas – Overdiagnosis, Birgit Dijkstra, 
Canterbury DHB 
2.55pm – 3.10pm: Discussion and Closure 
 

 


